Kieran Brown was able to mark the announcement of his contract extension with Leeds
Knights in fitting style, scoring in the 5-3 win over Bees IHC which keeps his team at the top
of the NIHL National standings.

The 22-year-old - for many the ‘face’ of the franchise - will remain with the Knights until at
least the end of the 2024-25 season.

“It's massive for us,” said head coach Ryan Aldridge after Saturday’s win at Elland Road Ice
Arena. “He’s our leader and he’s a great young man. “He’s obviously still learning the game

but he’s just a phenomenal hockey player. He wants to be here. We want him here, so we'’re
very happy to get the deal done.”

Another positive in front of a near-2,000-crowd on Saturday was the debut performance of
new import forward, Bailey Conger.

It was the 26-year-old American who opened the scoring at 9.54, only to see his effort
cancelled out by Joshua Smith just under four minutes later.

The hosts were ahead again just over a minute later when Conger helped set up Mac
Howlett but it was the second period where the game was effectively won, Matt Haywood
making it 3-1 at 25.28 with Matt Barron increasing the lead with just four seconds remaining.

Brown then made it 5-1 on the power play and although the Bees hit back to pull within two
with goals from Dominik Gabaj and Gianni Vitali, the Knights saw the game out for a ninth
straight win.



